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CITY OF WILDOMAR – PLANNING COMMISSION 
Agenda Item #3.1 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
Meeting Date: December 18, 2019 

 
TO: Chairman and Members of the Planning Commission  
 
FROM: Matthew Bassi, Planning Director 
 Karen Gulley, Principal, PlaceWorks, Inc. 
 
SUBJECT: City of Wildomar Multi-Family Design Guidelines Workshop 

The Planning Commission will hold a public workshop to initiate the City’s 
Multi-Family Design Guidelines planning process and to solicit public input 
and feedback regarding design ideas for multi-family development projects 
in the City of Wildomar. 

STAFF REPORT 

RECOMMENDATION: 
The Planning Department recommends the Planning Commission take the following 
actions:  

1) Introduce the agenda Item and move to the workshop tables; 
2) Discuss and receive input on the multi-family design elements with the workshop 

participants and PlaceWorks, Inc. (design consultant); and   
3) Reconvene to the Dais and provide any final feedback to staff and the design 

consultant. 

BACKGROUND: 
The City has been awarded an SB 2 planning grant from the Department of Housing and 
Community Development (HCD) in the amount of $160,000.  The grant will be used 
specifically for two (2) projects: 1) Preparation of the Zoning Consistency Program, and 
2) Preparation of Objective Multi-Family Design Standards and Guidelines.  Tonight’s 
workshop will focus on the Objective Multi-Family Design Standards and Guidelines.  The 
zoning consistency program will follow a different track and will come to the Commission 
at a future date. 
 
Multi-Family Design Standards and Guidelines 
The City has community design concepts expressed in the 2008 Strategic Visioning Plan 
and 2013 Wildomar Old Town Vision Document, however neither document provides the 
specificity needed to regulate design.  This lack of design expectation has left a gap in 
the development review process for multi-family development projects often resulting in 
delays in these projects.  As the Commission meeting for a project typically follows 
months of discussion and negotiation with Staff over design issues, the ability to explain 
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the key elements of multi-family design expected by the community early in the process 
will help everyone.   

WORKSHOP FORMAT: 
At this workshop, Karen Gulley, PlaceWorks urban designer will lead the Commission 
and workshop attendees in a review and discussion of the City’s existing multi-family 
design themes from approved development projects using picture boards to represent the 
existing styles and discuss key elements of architectural design.  The goals of the 
workshop are to validate previous architectural design statements, and to understand 
which of several styles would be acceptable for future multi-family residential 
development in the City.  In addition, the Commission will have an opportunity to discuss 
potential new site planning guidelines that will guide the layout of how buildings relate to 
the street, provide internal pedestrian connectivity between uses, and include open space 
and gathering areas that are integrated into the development. 
 
After this first workshop, Ms. Gulley will work on creating several style sheets that will 
result in the draft multi-family design guidelines for review at a 2nd public workshop (similar 
to the process for our Commercial Design Guidelines project).  This second workshop is 
tentatively scheduled for February 5, 2020 Commission meeting.  Under the scope 
agreement, a 3rd public workshop is planned (tentatively March 18, 2020) at which point 
the final draft version of the Wildomar Multi-family Design Guidelines and Standards will 
be presented for Commission review and recommendation to the City Council in April 
2020.   

PUBLIC NOTICING: 
Since this agenda item is a study session/workshop, there are no requirements for public 
noticing.  However, to reach out to our community, staff published a “workshop notice” on 
December 6, 2019 in the “Press Enterprise,” a local newspaper of general circulation, 
notifying the general public of the December 18, 2019 Planning Commission meeting. 
The notice invited public participation in the workshop discussion.   

ATTACHMENTS: 
None – Materials will be presented at the workshop 


